Date: 26th Jan 2007

New York

 

Dr. Fakharuddin Ahmed 

Chief Advisor of the Care Taker Government

People’s Republic of Bangladesh

 

Subject: A memorandum on behalf of the religious & ethnic minorities of Bangladesh

 

Honourable Chief Advisor:

 

Congratulations on your appointment as the chief advisor of the present Care Taker Government of Bangladesh. Your appointment came as a tremendous relief for the whole nation as it was spiraling towards fascism and lawlessness. Your immediate predecessor proved to the world how the forward march of a nation can be brought to a screeching halt when the government policies are not implemented even-handedly and are ill intentioned. The nation had longed for a leader as well as an administrator who could rescue Bangladesh from the nightmare scenario of being a failed and intolerant nation. We expect no less from you.

 

Your first televised speech to the nation was very promising and right on the point. The benchmark you have outlined in the speech for a free and fair election is very encouraging and good for the democracy. Also the historic steps your government took so far to separate Judiciary from the Executive branch is commendable. If all the benchmark you outlined in your speech are implemented we are certain that the goal of holding a free and fair election will be finally achieved where the discerning citizens of the country can vote their conscious-- free of influence of black money and undue pressure. But for the religious and ethnic minorities there are different sets of realities in Bangladesh and your government’s benchmarks may not be nearly enough for their free, fair and full participation in the election.

 

With the parliamentary election approaching in Bangladesh, minorities are observing the 5th anniversary of the unprecedented violence perpetrated against them in the aftermath of electoral victory by the Islamist alliance led by BNP which continued until the last days of Khaleda Zia’s tenure as the Prime Minister. So coming election is also a grim reminder of how the minorities have suffered for participating in the election. It is alleged that minorities in Bangladesh tend to vote for and support parties that are secular and moderate such as Awami League. They have therefore become the target of a political backlash by supporters of parties opposing the Awami League. The minorities are often threatened, or otherwise discouraged not to go to the polls. In many polling districts minorities are purged from the voter lists by the authorities aligned with the Islamists. Therefore your government must take steps to remedy these problems to ensure participation of the country’s minority population in the election. An election in which minorities are discouraged to go to the polls, coerced or even threatened to vote one way or other can not gain legitimacy in the eyes of the constituents and the world community as a whole. And we will be very vigilant on these issues.

 

The issue of Enemy Property Act and the fiasco involving Ramna Kali Temple are still paining us. We believe the government should not treat the minorities as aliens. Sadly, we have been made political football between Secularists and Islamists-- the two opposing political forces since the creation of Bangladesh. No government has dealt with us fairly and equitably. Your government has been gifted a historic opportunity to right the wrongs of the past that have erected a social, political and economical divide in the country based on religious affiliation and ethnicity. We would urge you to repeal the Enemy Property Act and restore the Ramna Kali Temple to its original state at its original site. We also urge you to remove or put in motion to remove all the impediments placed by the governments to discriminate against and deprive the minorities of their rightful participation in the country’s affairs. 

 

If your government shows the same kind of diligence, willingness and spirit towards solving these problems as it has shown on the issue of Judiciary we believe that a permanent solution for the minorities is absolutely achievable. We are certain that the President of Bangladesh can be persuaded to issue a well timed and well intentioned executive order in these matters.

 

Sincerely,
Ratan Barua, President

Sushil Saha, General Secretary

Sitangshu Guha & Muktipada Shil
 

The following incidents were also handed over to the CG to take care: 

 

Election & Religious Minority Persecution
 
Communal persecution continues in the whole country:  Communal persecution continues in the whole country in Bangladesh. In Nov. 2006 including 5 killings & 6 rapes a total of 58 incidents of communal persecution happened in the whole country. 25 cases files. 10 incidents were caused by BNP-Jamaat cadres. Police & administration did caused 2 incidents: One was in Satkhira, where police threatened 75 Hindu families to evict. If they don’t go, police threatened that they will be indulging with false cases and will be forced to go to India. No cases had been filed because police is involved in it. The most heinous case had happened when 2 sisters were simultaneously raped by a Jamaat leader Abul Hossain & his son Basher. The incident took place in Roghunathpur village of Upajila Najirpur, District Pirojpur.  Source: Daily Janakantha 31st Dec2006, last page/ BHBCOP (Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikyo Parishad, Dhaka, Bangladesh). 

 

10 Hindu Minority houses at burnt to ashes by the perpetrators: A group of perpetrators set fire on ten minority houses on last Monday, Jan 8, 2007 at Baniachang Upazilla of Habiganj District. Before setting fire on the houses, perpetrators looted belongings of the minority family. Bholanath Das (60) was seriously injured. One hundred fifty person including children and women have become homeless. Sources said that the perpetrators were trying to evict those ten families of Gunpur village under Baniachang Upazilla since long. On the incident day in the morning the perpetrators initially set fire on the house of Bholanath Das. Within twinkling of an eye the fire broke out and engulfed adjacent more 9 minority houses. The local people came and tried to extinguish the fire which came under control after several hours. The houses of ten minority families including the houses of Ranga Lal Das, Bholanath Das, Banabashi Das, Fulchand Das were burnt to ashes including a cow. Before setting fire perpetrators looted fishing nets valued at Taka 50,000/- and paddies valued at Taka 50,000/- belonging to the victims. Total cost of damages stands Taka 15 Lakhs as initial estimation. More than 150 children and women belonging to minority community are passing their days under the sky in this severe cold weather prevailing there. 
Source: The daily Samakal, Dhaka, Jan 16, 2007. HRCBM, BHBCOP, Weekly Janmobhumi, Thikana, NY. 

 

	Attack on a minority family: three women hacked to injury:  Mothbaria (Pirojpur), 

	January 12: A group of terrorists led by former Upazila Chairman Shadat Hossain carried an attack on a Hindu minority family of Arambagh area of ward no.5 of Mothbaria municipality town to evict the family. The terrorists at that time hacked three women with larger chopper and they sustained serious injury. The incident took place on Tuesday morning.

	According to police station and local people, a case was going on since long between former Upazila Chairman Shadat Hossain and Horen Pramanik over Horen’s 4 katha (a measurement of land) of land. The case is at present under consideration at High Court. After Shadat failed to evict the family many times, he along with some terrorists carried an attack on the minority family at 11am on Tuesday. As no male members were present at the house at that time, the terrorists dragged the female members outside the house and hacked them seriously with chopper. Horen Pramanik’s daughter Moharani(40), two daughter-in-laws Bizli(35) and Dipali Rani(40) were injured during the attack. When the injured lost their sense, the terrorists thought that they died and then they left them in a ditch and fled away by motorcycles. The neighbors rescued the injured in dieing state and admitted them to Upazila Health Complex. 

According to hospital source, the condition of injured Moharani is critical. Bleeding was continuing through her two ears. Hospital authority advised her family to shift Moharani to Barisal Medical College Hospital soon. Local police station couldn’t arrest any of the perpetrators so far. A tense situation is prevailing in the locality over the terrorists’ attack on the Hindu minority family.  
Source: GHRD, Daily Sangbad 12th Jan 07.


